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REPORT 


OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 


FOR ' THE 


Municipal  Borough 


OF 


WILTON, 


- 


For  the  year  ended  31st  December, 

1939. 


Sanitary  and  Health  Officials. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  G.  Napier,  B.Sc.  (Hons.), 


Phone—  J Salisbury  3371. 
rnone  |WlLTON  Io8# 


M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  (R.C.P.S'S.), 
C.T.M.&H. 


Sanitary  Inspector  :  Trevor  David,  A.R.San.  Inst. 

Phone — Wilton  108. 


Wilton : 

The  Wilton  Printing  Works,  North  Street. 


WAR 

INTERIM  ANNUAL  REPORT 


for  the  year  ended  December,  1939, 
on  Public  Health  Matters  in  the 
Borough  of  "Wilton. 


The  Annual  Report  has  been  kept  as  brief  as  possible 
owing  to  the  large  amount  of  the  officials’  time  devoted 
to  A.R.P.  work,  and  is  later  than  usual  owing  to  the  late 
date  of  receipt  of  statistics  from  the  Registrar  General. 


SECTION  A. 


General  Description  of  the  Borough. 

Population — 2,288  (2,400  for  calculation  of  D  R.  etc.) 
Acreage — 2,681. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses — 766, 

Number  of  working  class  houses — 528. 

Number  of  Council  houses — 116. 

Industry  and  Trades — Wilton  Royal  Carpet  Factory. 

Felt  Mills. 

Rateable  Value — £12,885. 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate — £49. 

Gas  Supply — Salisbury  Gas  Co. 

Highways — Administrated  by  the  County  Council. 
Refuse  Removal — By  the  Salisbury  &  Wilton  R.D.C. 
Sewage  Disposal — Piped  to  works  outside  the  Borough. 
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Vital  Statistics. 


Births. 


Total  M. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  28  20 

Illegitimate  3  3 


F.3  Birth  Rate  per 
g  1  1,000  of  estim- 
;  ated  resident 
0  J  population  13  54 


3  Rate  per  1.000 

Stillbirths  ...  ...  o  o  o  }  live  &  stillbirths 

J  o. 


Deaths . 

Deaths 


Total  M. 
•  ••  3i  23 


F.3  Death  Rate  per 
g  1  1,000  of  estim- 
1  ated  resident 
J  population  12.9 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes —  Rate  per  1,000 

(headings  29  &  30  of  the  Registrar-  (live  and  still) 


General’s  Short  List) 

Deaths 

births 

No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis 

..  0 

0 

No.  30  Other  Puerperal  Causes 

0 

0 

1  otal  .  ...  . 

0 

0 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  97 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  9 7 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  o 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  5 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  o 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  o 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years)  ...  ...  o 


Brief  notes  on  Public  Health  during  the  year. 


Wilton  has  again  enjoyed  a  good  year  as  regards  free¬ 
dom  from  epidemics,  the  figure  for  incidence  of  infect¬ 
ious  disease  being  a  very  low  one.  As  usual  there  were 
no  deaths  from  notifiable  infectious  disease  nor  in  children 
from  Measles.  Whooping  Cough,  or  from  Infantile  Diarr¬ 
hoea.  Childbed  fever  also  did  not  claim  any  victims 
here. 

As  regards  general  health  of  the  population  there  was 
no  excessive  mortality  from  any  special  cause  and  the 
death  rate  is  at  its  usual  level.  So  far  the  excessive 
population  concentrated  in  the  small  Borough  has  had 
no  ascertainable  effects  at  all  on  Public  Health.  This  is 
satisfactory  considering  the  mixed  population  from  so 
many  different  towns  now  added  to  our  own. 


SECTION  B. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

in  the  Area. 

The  Medical  Officer  spends  his  whole  time  in  Public 
Health  work,  being  Medical  Officer  for  the  neighbouring 
Rural  Districts  of  Salisbury  and  Wilton,  and  Tisbury 
and  Mere.  His  qualifications  are  Bachelor  of  Science 
(Honours  Degree)  St.  Andrews  ;  Bachelor  of  Medicine 
and  Surgery  ;  Diploma  of  Public  Health  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  England;  Certificate 
of  Tropical  Hygiene,  London  ;  etc 

There  is  a  fully  qualified  Sanitary  Inspector  who  is  part 
time  in  the  Borough,  and  remainder  with  the  Salisbury  and 
Wilton  R.D.C  He  holds  the  Certificate  of  the  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute  (Sanitary  Inspector),  and  the  Meat 
Inspector’s  Certificate. 

Contribution  is  made  to  these  officers’  salaries  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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The  Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  the  Infant  Welfare  and 
Antenatal  Clinics  is  Dr.  Straton,  of  West  Lodge,  Wilton, 
who  is  also  Medical  Officer  to  the  Wilton  Public  Assistance 
Institution,  and  Public  Vaccinator  to  the  Area. 

Other  Officers  -  Midwives. 

There  are  two  midwives  who  devote  part  of  their  time 
to  this  area  and  part  to  the  Rural  Area.  They  also  act  as 
school  nurses.  They  are  responsible  to  an  association 
*  working  in  conjunction  with  the  Wilts  County  Nursing 
Association,  and  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

This  is  undertaken  by  the  two  nurses  as  above,  both 
certified  midwives,  under  the  general  direction  of  the 
nursing  association. 


7 


SECTION  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


Water  Supply . 

The  source  of  the  Borough  water  supply  is  a  shallow 
well,  and  with  the  information  provided  by  systematic 
sampling  it  was  evident  that  intermittent  but  slight  pollu¬ 
tion  was  taking  place.  The  Council  therefore  decided  to 
have  the  water  supply  chlorinated  and  the  tender  of  a 
firm  of  contractors  has  been  accepted  for  the  installation 
of  a  chloramine  process  of  sterilisation  at  the  waterworks. 

Report  on  Bacteriological  Examination  of  the 
most  recent  sample  of  Water . 

Water  sample  received  on  14th  October,  1940,  from 
Wilton  Borough  public  supply. 

1 .  — Bacteriological  Count. 

Total  colonies  growing  on  agar  at  37°C.  in  48  hours : — 
7  per  1  c.c.  of  water. 

2.  — “ Presumptive ”  B.  Coli  Count. 

Quantity  of  Water  Tested.  B.  Coli  present  or  absent. 

One  tube  of  50c. c.  water  ...  — 

Five  tubes  of  10c. c.  water  ...  —  —  —  —  — 

Five  tubes  of  lc.c.  water  ...  —  —  —  - —  — 

Five  tubes  of  0  lc.c.  water  ...  —  —  —  —  — 


Result  : — Number  of  Coli-Aerogenes  : —  Nil  per  100  c.c. 
of  water. 

Bacteriological  examination  shows  no  evidences  what¬ 
soever  of  harmful  pollution. 


October  16th,  1940 . 


E ,  M.  Darmady , 
Pathologist. 
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Sampling  of  the  water  provided  by  a  large  estate— 
chiefly  for  agricultural  purposes — revealed  fairly  serious 
pollution,  and  the  owners  provided  new  and  larger  filter 
beds  as  a  means  of  obtaining  increased  purity. 

Closet  Accommodation . 

The  water  carriage  system  is  in  operation  in  almost 
all  closets  in  the  Borough.  There  are  still,  however,  some 
few  cases  where  connection  to  the  sewer  is  impossible. 

Public  Cleansing. 

Street  cleansing  is  satisfactory.  Refuse  is  removed  to 
the  Salisbury  and  Wilton  destructor.  This  service  is  also 
satisfactory.  There  are  no  cesspools  in  the  Borough. 

Pollution  of  Rivers  and  Streams , 

The  Catchment  Board  made  a  start  on  the  dredging  of 
the  local  rivers  but  the  work  has  been  slowed  up  owing  to 
prior  claims  of  defence  departments. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

During  the  year  all  newly  slaughtered  meat  was 
inspected,  also  carcases  of  pork  sent  to  local  grocers  for 
bacon  curing.  Generally  the  meat  was  of  high  standard, 
the  following  being  condemned  as  unfit  for  food  : — 

i  forequarter  of  beef. 

3ofbs  chilled  beef, 
i  hindquarter  of  pork. 

8  bovine  heads  and  tongues. 

4  pig’s  heads  and  tongues 
io  bovine  livers. 

4  bovine  lungs. 

Since  the  introduction  of  the  policy  of  centralised 
slaughtering  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  there  has  been  no 
slaughtering  carried  out  in  the  Borough,  though  inspec¬ 
tions  are  made  from  time  to  time  to  supervise  methods  of 
delivery. 
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Applications  from  owners  of  both  slaughter-houses 
in  the  Borough  were  received  for  licences  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  As  the 
premises  are  not  now  in  use,  a  list  of  works  was  sent  the 
owners,  —  suspended  —  until  the  slaughter-houses  will 
again  come  into  use. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

Regular  inspections  are  made  of  the  farms  in  the 
Borough.  At  the  request  of  the  County  Council,  the 
sampling  of  milks  under  the  Special  Designations  Order 
is  also  carried  out. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

Periodical  visits  are  paid  to  local  workshops  and  bake¬ 
houses,  and  the  seasonal  limewashings  requested. 

The  fire-escapes  of  the  two  factories  in  the  Borough 
are  inspected  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Factory  Acts. 

New  Drainage ,  etc. 

The  drainage  at  31  premises  was  either  provided, 
improved,  relaid  or  repaired  ;  and  was  inspected  and 
tested. 

New  Houses. 

One  new  house  was  built  during  the  year,  and  one 
other  building  converted  into  a  bungalow. 

Council  Houses. 

The  Housing  Committee  carried  forward  their  scheme 
of  thoroughly  renovating  each  Housing  Estate  in  tarn, 
and  the  28  houses  in  Fair  View  were  dealt  with  during 
the  year. 

Vermin. 

No  complaints  of  infestation  were  received. 
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Housing  Acts  1909-36. 


Statement  of  work  carried  out  during  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1939,  under 
the  above  Acts,  in  the  Borough  of  Wilton. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  95 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  273 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Reg¬ 
ulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  61 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ..  ...  17 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ..  ...  ...  17 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1930  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  o 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notice  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  o 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners...  o 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to 

be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  o 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(а)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  o 

(б)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  o 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  19  and  21  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1930  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders...  ...  o 

D.  — Proceedings  under  section  20  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1930  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  .  .  ...  ...  o 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 
ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 
paving  been  rendered  fit 


ft 


•  •  • 


o 
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Infectious  Diseases. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during 
the  year  1939. 


Number 

Admitted  to 

Disease 

of  cases 

Isolation  Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Smallpox 

O 

0 

O 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

4 

O 

Diphtheria 

O 

O 

O 

Acute  Pneumonia 

2 

O 

O 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

O 

O 

Erysipelas 

O 

O 

O 

Infantile  Paralysis 

O 

O 

O 
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